ASIAN CULTURAL TRADITIONS INFLUENCE OBAMA

Chinese Brother-in-Law Explains
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[Chicago] Senator Obama, the Democratic candidate for President and Senator
from Illinois, has very close relatives who are Chinese. His half-sister, Maya Soetoro-Ng,
married Konrad Ng, a Malaysian-Chinese born in Canada.

Konrad Ng, who is a professor at the University of Hawaii, believes that the
importance that Obama places on family, faith, education and security was influenced by
the cultural traditions of Asia.

Maya Soetoro-Ng and Konrad Ng met each other at the East-West Center at the
University of Hawaii when they were both doctoral students. Maya was studying
education, and Konrad was studying political science. They came to know each other
because they shared a "Southeast Asia connection". Because Maya was born in Jakarta
and is half Indonesian, and Konrad's parents are overseas-Chinese frormn Malaysia, Maya
and Konrad speak different Southeast Asian languages.

Several years ago when Obama was visiting a social services center in Chicago's
Chinatown in South Side, he described how his family gatherings were like a "miniature
United Nations". He also mentioned his Chinese brother-in-law, Konrad Ng.

Konrad told this reporter that, in his opinion, Obama is sincere and hard-working,
and places great importance on human relations and the understanding of others. Many
of the substantive policies proposed by Obama, such as emphasizing the reuniting of

families in immigration policy, reducing the dependence of work-visa holders on their



employers and improving relations with Asian countries, are all important issues to
Asian-Americans.

Konrad said that "Older Brother" Obama, who was born in Hawaii, has a very
intimate relationship with Asia. During his childhood, Obama lived for several years in
Indonesia with his mother, and so had the opportunity to be influenced by Chinese,
Malaysian and Indian cultures. He later returned to Hawaii as a child, and was deeply
affected by the pluralistic cultures of the Asia Pacific.

Konrad and Maya pointed out that, because Asia Pacific society included many
different ethnic groups and cultures, and due to his family upbringing, Obama has a good
understanding of Asian-Americans. They believe that once Asian-Americans gain a
better understanding of Obama, they will strongly support him. Konrad, who has become
a naturalized American citizen, was born in Canada near Toronto. He has studied the
relationship between Chinese-language film and Chinese identity for many years. He
said that like all other Asian-Americans, he hopes that there will be an American
President who understands Asian culture.

Konrad and Maya now live in Hawaii and have one daughter.

In order that the Asian-American community can gain a better understanding of
Obama, Konrad and Maya have posted their writings on Obama's Presidential election

Website, at hitp://mv.barackobama.com/page/community/post’konrad/gGgjFe. One can

also read about Obama's policiy positions in Chinese at h{tp://aapi.barackobama.com.

Reported by Chen Chia-ching

[Draft Translation by TKC]
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